
Board of Governors – Improving Student Representation 

Proposer: Thomas Renhard  

Seconder: Samuel Barnard  

This Union notes: 

1. There is the existence of a Board of Governors of this university that, in accordance with the 

Articles of Government, oversees the financial duties of the university 

(http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/aboutus/structureandgovernance/governanceatuwe/boardofgove

rnors/abouttheboardofgovernors.aspx)  

2. It is also responsible for “the determination of the educational character and mission of the 

University and for oversight of its activities” (Articles of Government). 

3. In the academic year 2009/10 a review of the governance structure of the board was 

undertaken. 

4. A result of this review was that the second student governor position was removed. 

5. The Board of Governors is where such decisions as the closure of St. Matt’s campus, the 

construction of the new Students’ Union building, the new UWE stadium and the decision to 

increase tuition fees on most undergraduate courses to £9,000 were made and 

implemented. 

 

This Union believes: 

1. That effective student representation is of fundamental importance within all levels of the 

university, including at the highest meetings. 

2. It is unclear exactly how the removal of the second student governor position happened due 

to unavailable documents and missing minutes of a Board of Governor meeting dated 18th 

May 2010. 

3. That the second student governor position must be reinstated so that the represented 

student body has a greater say in big decisions affecting them. 

4. That the potential for more than two student governors should be looked into, particularly 

given the size of the institution and the number of students it has in attendance. 

5. Students should have greater input in determining the educational character of the 

institution. 

6. That elected student observers be allowed to attend board of governors meetings to further 

improve accountability. 

7. More than can be done to build the relationship between students and the Board of 

Governors. 

This Union resolves: 

1. That the Executive lobbies the Board of Governors to reintroduce the second student 

governor position until it is reinstated. 

2. That the Students’ Union recommends that any extra student governor(s) position should be 

filled by one of the existing Sabbatical Officer roles. 
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3. That the Executive lobbies the Board of Governors for the inclusion of elected student 

observers from the four committees of the Student Union (Community and Welfare, Student 

Representation, Societies and Communications, and Sports) in Board of Governor meetings. 

4. To look into the feasibility of creating an open forum between students and members of the 

Board of Governors once a term to improve transparency, accountability and 

communication on all matters affecting the student experience at our university across all of 

the campuses. 

5. That the Executive push for the addition of more than a total of two student representatives 

to sit and vote on the Board of Governors and examine the effectiveness this can bring to 

enhancing the student voice at UWE 


