
Emergency Motion supporting students against course closures at UWE  

 

Date passed: 21 February 2013 

Proposer: Sam Barnard 

Seconder: Thomas Renhard  

 

This Union notes: 

 

1. A letter has been sent to students on the Politics and International relations courses 

regarding a “portfolio review”.  

2. That in the on-going “portfolio review”, it is looking at the closure of the following 

course: Politics (BA (Hons)); International Relations (BA (Hons)); Politics and 

International Relations (BA (Hons)); and History and Politics (BA (Hons)); and 

Human Rights (MA). 

3. That both undergraduate and postgraduate courses have been targeted in the 

review. 

4. The high level of student satisfaction and employability for graduates from the 

Politics and International Relations Department exceeds that of national averages 

with 90% of Politics and International Relations students going into employment 

within six months (NSS – National Student survey). 

5. There is the existence of a motion entitled ‘Defend the Arts and Humanities’. 

6. In the preceding Academic Year there was a substantial drop in applications to 

universities nationally, with UWE being one of those affected due to an increase in 

tuition fees. 

7. The university is moving into the next phase of its strategic plan this calendar year 

(2013-2020 phase). 

8. A campaign has begun opposing the course closures. 

 

This Union believes: 

 

1. Every course contributes to the vibrancy and level of debate within the academic 

community, the integrity of which is worth defending. 

2. That the beliefs and resolves of the motion ‘Defend the Arts and Humanities’ are 

still relevant and must be applied when considering the proposed closures of the 

aforementioned courses within the faculty of Arts, Creative Industries and 

Education. 

3. That the closure of Arts based courses is an attempt to move away from 

programmes offering the potential to develop skills in critical and divergent thinking. 

4. That other Arts based courses may become the target of a strategic plan that is not 

representative of student opinion given the very little consultation that has taken 

place. 

5. That these potential course closures would serve only to damage the academic 

integrity of the university and the community in general. 

6. Cutting courses with high student satisfaction scores is a very dangerous move to 

make and could lead to a view that ‘no course is safe’ regardless of how well it is 

performing. 



7. A Strategic plan of the university must be inclusive of a variety of courses that allow 

students from many varying backgrounds to have the opportunity to study them 

here at UWE. This should include the aforementioned courses in the notes. 

8. Figures on application rates will be distorted by the application fluctuation that was 

caused by the Government’s announcement of the white paper passed. 

9. That a strong and high profile campaign has already begun to campaign against the 

proposed course closures. 

 

This Union resolves: 

 

1. To actively oppose the loss of the following courses: Politics (BA (Hons)); 

International Relations (BA (Hons)); Politics and International Relations (BA Hons)); 

History and Politics (BA (Hons)); and Human Rights (MA) courses. 

2. To actively oppose closures of courses which are recognised to meet performance 

markers and remain sustainable. 

3. To create and implement a campaign to support the affected students and work 

with staff where possible. 

4. To use all communication avenues at its disposal to raise awareness of the 

campaign and engage with all those affected. 

5. To promote the merits of Arts based courses at UWE and how they encourage 

students to take part in the life of the university and the union itself. 

6. To continue to implement the ‘Defend the Arts and Humanities’ motion, so as to 

preserve the courses that are currently under threat. 

7. To promote the inclusion of the affected courses in any future direction of the 

strategic plan. 

8. To lobby the university to better include the student voice when deciding its 

strategic plan so that it is better informed ahead of damaging proposals of course 

closures. 

9. To highlight the fantastic NSS scores on the affected courses and lobby the 

university to reject the proposed course closures that has resulted from the portfolio 

review at every opportunity. 

10. To lobby the university to be completely transparent in the information it is providing 

around the proposed course closures. 
 


