
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Westerneye 
Date Passed: 19th November 

Speaker: Kaytie Mcfadden 

This Union Notes: 
1. That there exists, at UWE, student media including a society named WesternEye. 

2. WesternEye provides a service to the members of the Union through providing an 
independent news source, and an opportunity for members to gain experience and increase 
their employability. 

3. The Students’ Union allocates funding to societies. 

4. The amount received by any society is allocated by the VP Societies and Communications 
and executive, on behalf of the Societies and Communication Committee, after the society 
budget is decided by the Board of Trustees. 

5. WesternEye’s Terms of Reference state that “[the] Union’s executive representatives, or 
other unelected individuals, must use neither their position nor authority to censor or unduly 
influence the editorial direction of Western Eye.” 

This Union Believes: 
1. Increased financial independence for WesternEye will help to maintain an independent 
media outlet. 

2. Only a media outlet which is independent can truly fulfil WesternEye’s duty to report fair 
coverage of stories which are of relevance to the student body. 

3. WesternEye has the duty to hold the Union to account. 

4. Current restrictions placed upon how WesternEye spend their budget mean that these 
duties cannot be fulfilled to their extent. 

5. Allowing more financial independence from the Union will encourage a sense of 
ownership and therefore empower students. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

This Union Resolves: 
1. WesternEye should have financial control over how their budget is spent once it has been 
allocated by the VP Societies and Communication, overseen by the Board of Trustees. 

2. WesternEye will endeavour to include articles regarding the Students’ Union, as per it’s 
Terms of Reference, but this is down to the discretion of the Editor and the Editorial Board. 

3. There will be more transparent links between the advertising income brought in by 
WesternEye and their allocated budget. 

4. WesternEye will be actively involved with any future contract negotiations which affect the 
paper, with particular reference to advertising contracts with BAM. 

5. WesternEye will be actively involved with all stages of any decisions made regarding the 
society and its future in any way. 
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