
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Drink Aware, Have a Safe Night Out, and strengthening Student 
Communities 
Date Passed: 18th February 

Speaker: Thomas Renhard 

This Union Notes: 
1. “Let’s Network” events are being offered for students to come together as a community, 
socialise and share ideas on how to improve things for students at UWE. 

2. The Union has a diverse membership with students from over 140 countries. 

3. That there are currently events provided for students with both an alcoholic and non-
alcoholic focus. 

4. That a National Campaign called drink aware (www.drinkaware.co.uk) has wide coverage 
and is promoted heavily in our Students’ Union. 

5. That student groups including the Christian Union give out free water during the Freshers’ 
period and outside events throughout the year. 

6. In Wales an “Alcohol in Higher Education Toolkit” has been put together to support 
universities and Student Unions in Wales to develop policies around alcohol. 

7. Students often travel out to the City Centre for nights out. 

8. We have content in partnership with the university entitled “Have a Safe Night Out”. 

9. That a ‘Freshers’ week’ of events is run for new and returning students to help build 
student communities. 

10. Bristol University have begun to run non-alcoholic events during the Freshers’ period to 
strengthen student communities. 

11. We have a large postgraduate community at UWE. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

This Union Believes: 
1. That we must provide more non-alcoholic events that encourage diverse student 
participation in all that we do. 

2. That this will break down a barrier for some students to getting involved in student-based 
activities and resonate with our Core Value of Inclusivity. 

3. Non-alcoholic events are more considerate of cultural needs, students with Mental Health 
issues and those students that wish to meet other students without the sole focus of alcohol. 

4. That more can be done to signpost students towards services that support people 
struggling with alcohol abuse. 

5. That more training can be offered to ensure students are referred to support when they 
need it and to ensure staff are aware of where out of hours support can be provided if 
necessary. 

6. That student groups giving out water to students on night’s out can help with their 
wellbeing. 

7. That the “Alcohol in Higher Education Toolkit” can be used to strengthen our own 
approach to alcohol related issues. 

8. That the “Have a Safe Night Out” campaign needs refreshing with input from the student 
community. 

9. More can be done to include Postgraduate students at the start of the year and beyond. 

This Union Resolves: 
1. To increase the number of events that are accessible to International Students in Union 
spaces. 

2. To actively support events that have a non-alcoholic focus, such as Let’s Network, and 
make spaces available across our campuses for these to take place in a relaxed setting and 
without venue hire cost (including but not limited to (Red Bar, St. Matt’s, Glenside Campus, 
Bower Ashton Campus, Hartpury Campus and Gloucester Campus). 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

3. To offer specific training to staff on signposting students for support on alcohol related 
issues and mental health related issues, to include out of the normal working day.  

4. To actively support and promote the work of student groups that give out water to 
students over the Freshers’ period and beyond.  

5. To review and implement as appropriate section 5 of the “Alcohol in Higher Education 
Toolkit” that is designed to support Students’ Unions.  

6. To redesign the “Have a Safe Night Out” content in consultation with the student body 
and the university. 

7. To identify potential Networks, Societies, Sports Clubs and fundraising groups that could 
run events during the Freshers’ week period to enhance the current offering. 

8. To provide more events during the Freshers’ week period that do not have a focus around 
alcohol and clubbing.  

9. To actively support events being put on by Societies, Networks, Sports clubs and Charity 
Groups; especially those without an alcohol focus.  

10. To lobby the University to organise in collaboration with the Union a welcome event for 
Postgraduate students at the start of the year to develop a stronger student community for 
postgraduates at UWE 
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