
 

 

 

Commitment to Sourcing Ethical and Fair Trade Products 
 

 

Proposer: Tom Rowlands 

Seconder: Sarah Sandbrook 
 

This Union Notes: 
 

1. Fair Trade means fair pay and working conditions for farmers and producers. Fair 

Trade products are those made in safe and healthy working conditions, where 

farmers and producers receive a fair price and have a voice in how their workplace 

is run. 

2. Fair Trade is better for the environment. Fair Trade products are those that 

support sustainable practices and make legitimate attempts to minimize our 

environmental footprint. 

3. Fair Trade actively promotes integrated farm management systems that improve 

soil fertility and preserve valuable ecosystems, and limit the use of harmful 

agrochemicals that present dangers to farmers’ health. That means food that’s 

safer for you and for the people who grow it. 

4. Fair Trade products attempt to better support communities which surround 

production. By working through cooperative structures, Fair Trade artisans and 

small farmers are able to invest Fair Trade earnings in their communities, 

improving housing, healthcare, and schools. 

5. Fair Trade is trade farmers can count on. Fair Trade is committed to strengthening 

direct partnerships between buyers and producers. These partnerships provide an 

avenue for buyers to purchase quality products from people they trust, and offer a 

sustainable and reliable way for farmers, artisans and their families to improve 

their livelihood. 
 

This Union Believes: 
 

1. That the Fair Trade Foundation does not provide a perfect or ideal process, 

resulting in limitations which are yet to be improved. Nonetheless as an 

alternative in a non- ideal situation, Fair trade provides greater guarantees of 

ethical and sustainable practices going forward. 

 



 

 

2. That the SU is already actively involved in sourcing Fair Trade goods as is the 

greatly popular Coffee stand, which gives us a clear example of fair trade business 

success over less ethical or large corporation alternative 

3.          Consumer demand is the strongest tool in forcing the status-quo to change its 

behavior. 

4. Fair trade alternatives provide the consumer (Staff and Student bodies) with the 

ability to refuse those companies which are not committed to sustainable and 

ethical practices; such refusal can result to change in light of consumer demands. 

5. Furthermore this union believes that ethical and sustainable business 

practices should be encouraged and supported for their positive outcomes. 

6. Fairtrade alternatives such as Ubuntu Cola, do not require a drop in quality or a 

substantial increase in prices and provide an example for viable alternative to 

fizzy drink selection 
 

This Union Resolves: 
 

1. UWESU Shops, catering outlets and facilities to further source Fair Trade 

alternatives, or goods from corporations that are members of the Fair 

Trade Foundation or which receive high ratings on behalf of Ethical 

Consumer Organisation. 
 

 

2. That the union Lobby the university to ensure that any outlet on all campuses 

and Hartpury College to look into the feasibility of both alternatives and 

complete replacements of certain food and drink items with Ethical and Fair 

trade goods. 
 

 

3. That products from Fair Trade sources are clearly labelled and receive equal, if 

not greater, encouragement to purchase. 
 

 

4. That long term consideration should be undertaken by the Students’ Union in 

regards to removal of certain goods and products which are unable to meet ethical 

and fair trade practice standards. 
 

This Union Mandates: 
 

SU President 

 

 


