
 

 

 

Removal of Polyethylene Bags from SU Shops and Bars 

 

Proposer: Tom Rowlands 
Seconder: Peter Daw 

 

This Union Notes: 
 
 

1. That the United Nations asserts every square mile of ocean has about 46,000 (up 

to as much as 1,000,000) pieces of plastic floating in it, globally. 

2. That only between 0.5 to 3% of plastic bags are recycled, amounting to roughly 1 

in every 200 bags in the UK. 

3.         That the amount of petroleum used to make 1 polyethylene bag can power a car for 
 11 meters. 

4. Whilst more than a million (approx.) birds, sea turtles and other marine life  

are killed each year by ingesting plastic bags alone. -Not including the large 

list of other plastics. 

5. That in "good" circumstances a plastic bag takes at least 20 years to degrade, the 

real figure, in landfills and as uncontrolled waste is closer to 1000 years. 

6. However polyethylene bags do not bio-degrade, like many common single use 

plastics they go through a process of "Photo-degradation". - breaking down into 

smaller and smaller toxic bits contaminating soil and waterways.  They then 

enter the foodweb when animals accidently ingest them. 
 

This Union Believes: 
 

1. That a UWE student on average does not buy more than a handful of food or 

drink when using the SU shop. 

2. That students will easily embrace the alternatives we can provide such as paper 

bags or preferably reusable personal bags. 

3. That the problem of plastic waste contribution at the SU is not limited to bags, 

and that the solution should look to include other single use plastics on campus. 

4. That such an action to ban plastic bags would serve as a statement of intent by 

the student body to become more conscious of our environmental. 

Responsibilities. 

5. That such a consciousness amounts to an understanding by each individual of 

their responsibility for their actions, and responsibility towards changing the 



 

 

ongoing out of sight out of mind consumer culture which is greatly harming out 

planet and its inhabitants. 

6. That gaining such a responsibility contributes to our education and employability, 

for which we are all here to achieve. 
 

This Union Resolves: 
 

1. To ban the use of polyethylene plastic bags in the SU Shops and bars. 

2. Furthermore, we will begin a process of phasing out single use plastics from our 

Unions’ economy and encourage their replacement with more viable 

alternatives where this proves possible. 
 

This Union Mandates: 
 

VP Community and Welfare 
 


