
 

 

 

The Only Woe is Wessex 

 

Proposer: Pete Daw 
Seconder: Ali Maxwell 
 
This Union Notes: 
 
1. That the membership of UWESU has been poorly served by the public 

transport network of the greater Bristol area. 
2. That a previous UWESU president sought and was given a public enquiry 

into transport in Bristol. 
3. That South Gloucestershire Council has sought to increase the number 

of journeys made by public transport and reduce individual car journeys. 
4. That UWE has worked collaboratively with local authorities to help fund 

additional bus lanes, to improve the bus network for students. 
5.         That UWE provides students in its halls of residences with a travel 
card for use on Wessex buses. 

6. That UWE has previously held contracts with Wessex, owned by Rotala, 
to deliver bus services under the Ulink brand. 

 
This Union Believes: 
 
1. That the UWESU President needs to continue to work collaboratively 

with a range of stakeholders to deliver further improvements to the 
public transport network serving UWESU's membership. 

2. That the cessation of contracts between UWE and Wessex (owned by 
Rotala), led to the removal of the Service 15, without any replacement 
being provided. 

3. That the decision made by Rotala to end the service 15 was made on a 
purely commercial basis, ignoring the needs and interests and social 
benefits of the community of students of this union. 

4. That the service 72 intended by First bus to serve the Frenchay Campus 
via a new bus lane from Romney Avenue is still without an 
implementation date to use the Romney Avenue bus link. 

5. That the failure of Bristol City Council and South Gloucestershire Council 
to implement this strategic routeway represents the politics of the 



 

 

playground, and fails the needs and interests of the members of this 
union. 

6. That the membership of UWESU should be free to choose which bus 
company gets them to UWE. 

7. That local authorities should provide the student body with a means to 
travel on any bus from any provider by means of a single smartcard, 
purchased annually. 

 
This Union Resolves: 
 
1. To work collaboratively with South Gloucestershire and Bristol City 

Councils to affect the opening of the Romney Avenue to UWE bus lane 
with immediate effect. 

 
2. To work with the Mayor of Bristol, the Local Enterprise Partnership and 

Cllr Mark Bradshaw of Bristol City Council to maximise the benefits to 
students of the introduction of Metro West services. 

 
3. To lobby the above stakeholders to deliver a smartcard which students 

may use to travel on any bus from any company to affect their journey 
to the campus. 

 
4. To work with the Board of Governors of UWE to effect this change ahead 

of the start of the 2015 academic year, utilising the purchasing influence 
of the University, and the soft influence of the University on the Local 
Enterprise Partnership. 

 
5. To meet with the Mayor of Bristol, to highlight the concerns of students, 

and formally request these changes as part of the implementation of 
MetroWest. 

 
This Union Mandates: 
 
SU President 
 
 
 


