
 

 

Motion for Extra Support for Vulnerable Students 
 
Proposer: NAME REMOVED 
Seconder: Will Anderson 

 
This Union Notes: 

 
1.   The NSPCC found that 7% of children suffered serious physical abuse, 6% serious 

neglect. 6% emotional abuse. 11% sexual abuse from an unrelated but known person; 
4% sexual abuse within the family. (http://www.patient.co.uk/doctor/safeguarding-
children-how-to-recognise-abuse-or-a-child-at-risk) 

 
2.   Studies have shown that up to 90% of abuse is unreported, meaning they often 

remain with their abusers 
(http://content.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1863650,00.html). 

 
3.    Financial and practical reasons, as well as emotional and other reasons prevent 

people leaving 
(http://www.hiddenhurt.co.uk/why_domestic_abuse_victims_stay.html). 

 
4.   People who have experienced emotional abuse or neglect are more likely to have 

issues with confidence in their future, depression, anxiety, suicidal ideation, anger, 
PTSD and risk taking (http://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-
info/core-info-neglect-emotional-abuse-teenagers-13-18.pdf). 

 
5.   The impacts of abuse do not go away in adulthood and can affect functioning 

(Battered children grown up: A follow-up study of individuals severely maltreated as 
children, Judith A. Martin, Child Abuse & Neglect Volume 16, Issue 1, 1992, Pages 75–
87). 

 
6.   The Union has already pledged to lobby the university to increase funding to prevent 

money being a barrier to education. 
 

 
This Union Believes: 

 
1. It is the moral responsibility of the university to ensure the students paying to study 

there are able to do so to the best of their ability, which is not the case if they are 
unsupported when dealing with past or current abuse. 

 
2. University is the first chance for many people to leave home and potentially escape, 

therefore support at this time is crucial. 
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3. It can be difficult to leave an abusive home and financial worries can add to this. 
 
4. The university itself should be able to support those who have had to leave home with 

their financial issues, rather than just with their emotional wellbeing. 
 
5. Abuse and its impacts should never be ignored or downplayed. 
 
6. There are charities to support those who have been abused as children but they are 

not very well known. 
 
7. Traditional support for suffers of domestic violence can focus on partner abuse and 

sexual abuse, while other forms of abuse are just as harmful, and abuse from the 
family means there is often no safe place to return to, there needs to be support for 
all types. 

 
8. There exists a student support fund, but if you are forced to find a home with little to 

no warning, waiting times can be an issue, there should be financial support which can 
be provided to the most vulnerable students straight away. 

 
9. That the University should provide financial support for students when they are in 

times of hardship.  
 
10. That the Union has a responsibility to hold the University to account. 
 
This Union Resolves: 

 
1. To lobby the university to introduce additional funding for those who are forced to 

leave home due to violence or abuse and have nowhere else to go. 
 
2. To lobby UWE to liaise with support services used by students (with their permission) 

leaving their home due to abuse to ensure that financial support is provided as soon 
as possible for example the wellbeing service. 

 
3. To support students that are victims of abuse to set up a PO Box or similar system to 

protect their address. 
 
4. To raise awareness of what domestic abuse is and where to go for help and support, 

including help with accommodation and awareness of charities such as NACAP. 
 

 
This Union Mandates: 

 
VP Community & Welfare 
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