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1) Better Regulated heating at Frenchay 

 
The Union Knows 

 

1. On Frenchay the temperature in many of the buildings is often too hot and 

windows need to be opened to make it a comfortable temperature, even in the 

winter. 

 
2. Heat is responsible for around a third of the UK’s greenhouse gas emission. 1 

 

3. Being too hot makes it more difficult to concentrate on studying. 

 

4. Heating is costly. 

 

The Union Believes 

 

1. The University has a responsibility to make sure that’s its buildings are conducive 

to studying.  
 

2. The University has a responsibility not to knowingly waste resources. 

 

3. The money the University spends on unnecessary heating would be better 

spent elsewhere. 

 

The Union Will 

 

1. Find out why the heating at Frenchay is not well regulated. 

 

2. Work with the University to solve the situation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 http://assets.wwf.org.uk/downloads/wwf_heat_report_summary_web.pdf 
 

http://assets.wwf.org.uk/downloads/wwf_heat_report_summary_web.pdf
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2) Improvements for Glenside Students 
 

The Union Knows 

 

1. The buses between Frenchay and Glenside are extremely unreliable. 

 

2. The students living and studying at Glenside don’t have immediate access to 

the same facilities as students at Frenchay. 

 

3. Fresher’s no longer automatically have bus passes included with their 

accommodation like they did in previous years. 

 

4. Many Glenside students feel alienated from the University and the Students’ 

Union. 

 

5. Glenside’s Student Building opening hours are much shorter than those at 

Frenchay and is closed on weekend. 

 

6. The library at Glenside has shorter opening times than the one at Frenchay. 

 

7. The Glenside Students’ Union building is outdated and in disrepair.  

 

8. Many popular student events happen only at Frenchay. 

 

9. Officer presence is low on Glenside. 

 

The Union Believes 

 

1. That a student’s ability to make the most out of their Students’ Union and 

University shouldn’t be dependent on the campus they study on.  

 

The Union Will 

 

1. Work with Glenside Students’ and the University to create a project plan of how 

to improve facilities on campus. 

 

2. Work with the University to improve the transport between Frenchay and 

Glenside. Possibly through a free flyer service. 

 

3. Ensure that Officers especially Presidents are frequently at Glenside at known 

busy periods. 

 

4. Work to create equal access to popular events across campuses. 
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3) Creation of a relaxation area on 

Frenchay 
 
The Union Knows 

 

1. There is currently no permanent space on campus specifically intended for 

relaxation.   

 

2. According to a student survey carried out in 2013 65% of students feel stressed.2 

 

3. The problem is increasing year on year with counselling services struggling to 

cope with the increase in demand.3 

 

4. Mediation, naps, breathing exercises, yoga, listening to soothing music and 

getting away from electronic gadgets are all proven methods of stress relief. 45 

 

5. The old Students’ Union building is currently unused and is close to the library, 

an area which a large amount of students are studying in.  

 

The Union Believes 

 

1. While a relaxation area isn’t going to solve the problem of student stress it will 

provide an area where students can relieve some of the symptoms of stress. 
 

2. The University has a duty to it students to make sure that their studies don’t 

negatively impact their health and wellbeing. 

 

3. Repurposing unused space for a relaxation area wouldn’t necessarily have to 

be too costly but would have benefits to the wellbeing of students. 

 

The Union Will 

 

1. Lobby the University to create a relaxation area. 

 

2. Suggest the repurposing of some of the space in the old Students’ Union 

building. 

 

3. Find out what students would want form a relaxation area. 

 

                                                           
2 http://www.youthsight.com/depressed-anxious-lonely-and-homesick-study-reveals-darker-side-to-student-
life/ 
3 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-34354405 
4 http://www.webmd.com/balance/guide/blissing-out-10-relaxation-techniques-reduce-stress-spot 
5 http://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2013/nov/06/students-ten-ways-to-beat-stress 
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4.  

4) Find a solution to the car parking issue across 

UWE 

 

The Union Knows 

 

1. Car parking is a big issue for a large amount of the Students that study at UWE. 

 

2. Only a limited amount of buses travel directly to the different campuses and 

students are spread out throughout the city. 

 

3. Due to the unreliability of buses in Bristol getting a direct bus can be extremely 

time consuming, having to get a connection worse still, making driving a more 

attractive option. 

 

4. There is inadequate parking spaces for the amount of people wishing to park 

at the different campuses. 

 

5. Unexpected travel times from late buses and finding parking spaces is one of 

the main reasons students arrive late to lectures and seminars. 

 

6. Parking especially effects students that commute from outside of Bristol 

especially those studying at Glenside as driving in is the only realistic option. 

 

The Union Believes 

 

1. The University has not done nearly enough to find an adequate solution to a 

problem that has been negatively effecting students for years. 

 

2. Previous increases in the price of parking have not solved the issue at the 

expense of Students, the justification that it subsidises Wessex Star is no longer 

applicable. 

 

The Union Will 

 

1. Lobby the University to find an adequate solution to the parking problem. 

 

2. Work to make sure that Students are kept aware of what is happening in 

regards to the parking problem. 

 

3. Recognise that the different Campuses have different needs when it comes to 

parking provision. 
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5) University to act as a guarantor 
 

The Union Knows 

 

1. Landlords will usually want a guarantor who lives in the UK, as it's easier for them 
to take legal action against a UK resident if they need to.6 

 

2. Around 15% of the Students studying at UWE are international. 11% are from 

outside of the EU. 

 

3. Home students from low income backgrounds, whose parents don’t own 

property and who are care leavers can also struggle to find guarantors.  

 

5. Without a guarantor many landlords and agencies usually require potential 

tenants to pay from 6 – 12 months’ rent in advance. 

 

6. Alternatives such as guarantor businesses e.g. Housing Hand, bring a large 

additional cost with them. 

 

7. Universities such as UCL, Goldsmiths, Royal Holloway, York, Essex and Kent 
already operate guarantor schemes for their students.7 

 

The Union Believes  

 

1. International students already face high tuition fees when studying in the UK, 

facing an immediate cost of up to a full year’s rent at the beginning of the 

academic year is an unfair burden. 

 

2. The need for a guarantor places a further barrier to accessing Higher Education 

for those from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 

3. It is unfair that the nationality or background of a student plays a factor in their 

ability to find suitable accommodation. 

 

4. As the University actively recruits students internationally it has a duty to ensure 

that they are able to find accommodation during their studies. 

 

                                                           
6 https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/renting-a-home/student-housing/students-in-private-rented-
accommodation/student-housing-using-a-guarantor/ 
7 http://www.nusconnect.org.uk/resources/housing-how-to-international-students 
https://www.propertyinvestortoday.co.uk/breaking-news/2016/1/university-of-essex-signs-up-to-rent-
guarantor-scheme-for-international-students 
 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/renting-a-home/student-housing/students-in-private-rented-accommodation/student-housing-using-a-guarantor/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/renting-a-home/student-housing/students-in-private-rented-accommodation/student-housing-using-a-guarantor/
http://www.nusconnect.org.uk/resources/housing-how-to-international-students
https://www.propertyinvestortoday.co.uk/breaking-news/2016/1/university-of-essex-signs-up-to-rent-guarantor-scheme-for-international-students
https://www.propertyinvestortoday.co.uk/breaking-news/2016/1/university-of-essex-signs-up-to-rent-guarantor-scheme-for-international-students
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5. UWE has a responsibility to enable those from disadvantaged backgrounds to 

access higher education. 

 

The Union Will 

 

1. Lobby the University to provide a guarantor scheme. 

 

2. Work on a plan to support students struggling to find guarantors in the interim. 
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6) Microwaves and free hot water 
 

The Union Knows 

 

1. With the rising costs of education and living many students are looking for ways 

to save money. 

 

2. There is a demand for better access to microwaves amongst the student 

population. 

 

3. Some students have specific dietary requirements and are often restricted to 

food they have made for themselves. 

 

4. There is currently little if any access to free hot water. 

 

The Union Believes 

 

1. That due to the financial constraints students face they should be able to make 

the choice between purchasing a hot meal and reheating their own food on 

campus. 

 

2. Paying for hot water is unjustified. 

 

3. Students with dietary requirements should be able to have a hot lunch if they 

want to. 

 

The Union Will 

 

1. Find a suitable location/s where students who have brought in the own food 

can have access to a microwave and hot water dispenser. 

 

2. Lobby the University to provide these amenities. 

 

 


