Purchasing & Sustainability – Sports Clubs and Societies
Although the most sustainable option may not be to buy anything at all, we know that running a sports club or society is a busy and bustling environment where purchasing stuff is sometimes unavoidable.  
That’s why we have put this guide together as a tool to explore more sustainable or alternative options!  Whether that’s for events, trainings, campaigns or kit, we’ve got you covered.
Context 
The Students’ Union at UWE is committed to embedding sustainability into everything we do, from our campaigns, to our policies, to our office supplies. We have been the highest-scoring students’ union in the UK for 10 years running in the SOS-UK Green Impact Awards (2016-2025).  
We do this because our students have told us how much they care about the climate emergency. 
Why have we put this guide together? 
To continue and expand our sustainability work, we are striving to continually reduce the negative impact of our activity, while using our purchasing power as a force for good!  
Therefore, this guide has been created to be a helpful resource in reducing unnecessary waste.  
This guide is not supposed to force students to do anything, it is supposed to encourage students to stop and think, and be more conscious, when making any purchases at The Students’ Union. 
So, without further ado, here are some tips and tricks to becoming more conscious in the face of consumerism. 
Consider the following questions when buying something for your department: 
1. What is the quality? Will you need to repurchase it in a year? High quality products often cost more but last much longer! 
2. Do you need it? Is it essential to buy it? 
3. Could you get it second hand? Resources like the Sustainability Hub, Library of Things and Community Corner are great! 
4. Do you need it tomorrow? Can it wait and can you purchase it from a slower source? 
5. Does another club or society have one you could borrow? Could you put a call out on socials? 
6. Can we pay another student to make/design it through New Wave Agency or UWE Creative Careers? 
Consider swapping a next-day-delivery company for one which is more sustainably minded.  
Why? The values and morals behind some of the alleged decision making in many of these companies is not always in line with our values here at The Students’ Union. Although it’s not always easy to avoid these companies, here are a few you could consider: 
Food: 
· The SU Commercial Services Department can provide catering and items from their shop outlets for staff. They can do tailored meals, order in stock and work with you to meet your needs. If you are interested in collaborating with Commercial, please email the Commercial Services Director paul.dingley@uwe.ac.uk.  
· Costco is a wholesale retailer. The Students’ Union has a company card – if you are buying lots of consumables, why not ask the Opportunities Team if you can spend on the card? 
· Bear and Bee is a great option for vegan and gluten free sweets in wholesale Vegan Sweets | Gluten Free Sweets UK | Bear & Bee Sweet Co. 
· Supermarket: If you need an option that is really accessible and has a wide range of choice, a supermarket or big retailer voucher would work well. This means you are still diverting from Amazon. Argos, Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Asda and Marks and Spencer are all located in Bristol. Co Op has the largest range of Fairtrade products.
Vouchers: 
· Ethical Superstore is an online shop selling a wide range of sustainably and ethically sourced products. You can buy vouchers for Ethical Superstore here. 
· Similar to the above, Ethical Shop is an online shop offering products from a wide range of ethical and sustainable suppliers. Again, they have a wide range of products including books, clothing, food and household items. You can buy an online voucher for Ethical Shop here. 
· Etsy is an online marketplace for independent sellers. You can buy gift cards here and the code gets emailed to the recipient. Etsy sellers are based all around the world, so if the recipient is not currently at a UK address, they can search for sellers in their country of residence. 
Bristol food and takeaway vouchers  
Consider first supporting independent food outlets. 
· Zara’s Chocolate on North Street- Offers gift vouchers as well as thank you boxes  
· Mrs. Pott’s Chocolate House  
· Oowee  
· Pieminister  
· Boston Tea Party  
· Purezza  
· Biblos, Caribbean Croft and Koocha do vouchers if you call 
Charity donations: 
· The winner of the giveaway or competition could choose a charity to donate to e.g. Mind, Greenpeace, NHS Charities Together. 
Experiences: 
Rather than buying items to giveaway, how about gifting experiences?  
· The Lanes: Bristol’s boutique bowling experience, more information here. 
· Airhop: Large trampoline park with a gladiator-style ring, assault course and trampoline-floored basketball court. Check them out near Cribbs Causeway.  
· Catch a film at the Watershed: They present a diverse programme of films, events, festivals and workshops. Click here for more information.  
· We The Curious: The amazing science centre is full of interactive exhibits where you can enjoy science in a range of creative ways. There’s even an amazing planetarium right on Millennium Square. Check them out. 
· St Werburgh’s City Farm: Escape the busy city life and visit St Werburgh’s City Farm, where you can see sheep, goats, pigs and more. They’ve also got a café where you can get a bite to eat or a drink. When it comes to ingredients, the City Farm café is provided with meat, vegetables, salad and other wild ingredients all from the grounds of the Farm.  
· Go to the theatre: There is a wealth of theatres in Bristol. From the Hippodrome who host the latest touring west-end shows, to the Wardrobe Theatre who offer a programme of diverse shows that are affordable for audiences.  
· Wake the Tiger: Explore the magical world of Meridia at Wake the Tiger Bristol a fun immersive experience for all the family.  
· Bristol Lido: Gift a trip to the relaxing Bristol Lido to enjoy a sauna, steam room, outdoor pool and jacuzzi! You could even gift them a voucher to book a massage in their treatment rooms  
· Yuup: Like Groupon but for experiences and activities led by independent creators and companies. Yuup cover Bristol, Bath and Cardiff (and more) so there’s plenty of unique local activities to check out. 
· Escape The Room: 60 minutes for a team to solve the clues and find the key to open the door before time runs out! 
· https://lockedinaroom.co.uk/bristol  
· Bristol Escape Room Games & Experiences | Escape Hunt 
 
Office Supplies: 
· Green Stationery, Green Office, Recycled Paper 
· Art, School & Office Stationery Supplier | Shop Direct & Save – Stationery Shop 
· Sustainable Stationery from UK Social Enterprises | Social Supermarket 
 
Kit and Uniform
· Neutral: is the leading manufacturer of organic and Fairtrade clothing. They provide ethically made, high-quality garments that support sustainable and responsible consumption. Students can order through the SU at UWE X Neutral guide here.
 Want to get you club or soc more involved in Sustainability? Sign up to Green Futures today and get rewarded for completing challenges, sign up by emailing greenfutures@uwe.ac.uk today!
Thanks for reading this conscious consumer guide, and for taking a moment to reflect on your purchasing habits. We hope you found it useful, and we welcome any and all feedback! If you have any questions, ideas or contributions for this guide please email thegreenteam@uwe.ac.uk.  

