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INTRODUCTION
» Share your skills and talents with
the people of Bristol!
» Looking for fun activities for your society?
» Want to develop your skills?
» Not sure where to start?
… The volunteering team can help!
We can work with you to plan your project or event. Here's what we can offer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Contacts with local organisations
Funding
Volunteer training
Support throughout the year
Resources
Reward and recognition

» Society volunteering opportunities
come in all shapes and sizes...
Volunteering is your chance to make a difference to your community, by meeting a
local need or supporting a good cause or campaign. Student-led projects are a great
way to use and share your passions and interests.
Projects may be one-off events, or happen weekly or monthly…there are lots of
possibilities. Some recent examples include an after school club for pupils with
English as an additional language, a regular conservation group at a local heritage
site, supporting a computer club for older people, and organising a fashion show to
raise money for Oxfam.
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WAYS TO VOLUNTEER

» Team Building Volunteer
Action Days
Work with the Volunteering Team to create a one-off
community action day, where you take on a task as
a group. A great chance to introduce your members
to volunteering, or a brilliant team building social!
Examples include:
• Revamping a school playground
• Planting fruit trees for a community allotment
• Painting a youth centre
We can support you in identifying a suitable
activity and can put you in touch with relevant local
organisations in need of support.

» Adopt a Project
Pick one, or a few, UWE Volunteering opportunities
and actively promote these to your members. These
might be opportunities that you feel are particularly
relevant to your society, which would help your
members to develop their skills and passions.
Examples include:
• The Good Food Society might champion
volunteer roles at the North Bristol Food Bank
• Hub Radio might promote roles at Radio Lollipop
– the Children’s Hospital Radio
The Volunteering Team have hundreds of
opportunities on their database, come and speak to
us to find out which ones might interest your society
members.
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WAYS TO VOLUNTEER

» Fundraisers
Get your society together to raise money for a good
cause.
Examples include:
• Students Martin Campbell-Moore, Matt Ribbins
and Ben Argo organised Ctrl Alt Donate – a 25
hour gaming event, which has raised over £1700
for the Children’s Hospital in the two years that it
has run
• The Medical Science Society organised a
sponsored cycle ride from Bath to Bristol, as
a social, fun way to raise money for medical
charities
The Volunteering Team can give you advice and
support on planning a successful fundraiser and can
help you with permissions, licenses and health and
safety.

» Workshops, Showcases
and Taster Sessions

Check out our fundraising FAQs for more advice
about fundraising on campus:
http://www.uwesu.org/activities/fundraising/

Introduce local community members to your
society's specialism through workshops,
performances and taster sessions.
Examples include:
• Visiting a local after school club to inspire
students
• Performances to bring together isolated older
residents
The Volunteering Team can help you to develop
a session and can assist with identifying and
contacting groups that may benefit from it. All
society and club volunteering with children or
vulnerable adults must be approved by UWE
Volunteering and we can support you with advice on
safeguarding and safety.
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WAYS TO VOLUNTEER

» Longer Term Projects
Set up your own, society-led, longer term project. These can be diverse and varied,
depending on what your society’s specialism is and what needs exist locally.
Examples include:
• Running a series of workshops in local schools or with a local youth group
• Organising one-to-one sessions where society members teach their skills to
marginalised groups in Bristol
The Volunteering Team can support you in developing an idea and can advise on all
stages, from concept to delivery.
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NEXT STEPS
» Next Steps
•

Speak to your society and think about what type of volunteering your members
may be interested in. Put some thought into an initial idea

•

Submit an initial ideas form via the UWE Volunteering web pages to let us know
the outline of your project and what help and support you may be looking for
http://www.formstack.com/forms/uwe-student_led_projects_initial_idea_form

As a society, you will need to elect a project leader or a group of project leaders.
These people do not have to be on the society’s committee, in fact it may be
beneficial that they are not, as they may be able to commit more time to the project.
This role is challenging and rewarding. Project leaders are responsible for all the
stages in running a volunteering project during an academic year, though they may
not necessarily come up with the initial idea.
Project leaders can expect to take on:
» Setting up, researching, planning, implementing and evaluating a project
» Engaging, motivating and supervising other volunteers
» Liaising with the Volunteering Team and partner organisations or clients
We will arrange to meet with your project leader(s) and help them to develop a
plan for how to take your project forward.

1. Submit an
initial idea
form

»

2. Come in
to discuss
your ideas

»

3. Develop your
project plan &
funding request

»

4. Get your
project leader
handbook

»

•

5. Turn your
idea into
action!
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WHY GET INVOLVED?
» Gain skills and experience
You’ll get experience in leadership and project management, and gain a whole range
of transferable skills…and the opportunity to really make a difference to the local
community.
Volunteering makes your CV stand out and makes you more employable. Just think
how much you will have to talk about in an interview with a potential employer, and
how much real work experience you will have already gained from running your own
project!

» Offer your members an opportunity
of a lifetime…
More and more students are coming to university with the aim to get more out of
it than just a degree. The majority of your members will have joined your society to
get experience for their CV, make the most of new opportunities, meet more people
or simply feel at home. Offering your members a community or volunteering project
to get involved in will provide them with opportunities to gain experience and skills,
integrate with their community in Bristol, make new friends and contacts, and get the
most out of their membership.
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WHY GET INVOLVED?
» The UWESU Community &
Volunteering Award!
Run or support a successful community or volunteering initiative as a society this
year and your society could be in with a chance of winning the UWESU Community
and Volunteering Award at our annual Societies Awards ceremony! Being an
award winning society is not only a wonderful way to celebrate your hard work
and success— it also serves to boost the profile of your society and opens more
opportunities for funding and development. To be eligible for this award, your
project or initiative must meet the following essential criteria and should aim to meet
as many of the desirable criteria as possible:
Essential

Desirable

Organise your community/
volunteering project by following the
correct processes and procedures as
outlined in this guide.

Ensure a minimum of fifteen paid
members are participating in the
project.

Promote your volunteering project
using the UWESU promotional
channels available (e.g. society
webpage, events listing, news item),
with the correct UWESU branding on
any additional promotional materials.

Promote your volunteering project
through the Western Eye newspaper,
Hub Radio, any university channels
available (lecture shouts, newsletters,
noticeboards etc.) or in the local press
(Bristol Post etc).

Ensure a minimum of five paid/
registered members are participating
in the project.

Recruit additional members to your
society through their involvement in
the project.

Evidence the positive effect your
project has had in the local or wider
community and for the students
involved.

Run the project in collaboration with
another UWESU or UBU society.

Remember the staff at UWESU and UWE Volunteering, as well as your
elected representatives (Vice President Societies and Communications, and
Community and Volunteering Officer) are all here to help you achieve these
criteria, so make the most of the support available!
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WHY GET INVOLVED?

» The UWE Bristol Futures Award
The UWE Bristol Futures Award recognises a wide variety of
activities which will help to develop important skills and abilities
to build your ‘graduate identity’. This exciting employability award
accredits all of the fantastic extra-curricular activities you do during
your undergraduate degree at UWE, a great way to reflect on your
skills and demonstrate your breadth of experience to employers.
You need to complete three employability-related activities.
Volunteering can count towards the award – you just need to
volunteer 25 hours during your time at University. In addition, you
can count your role as a Project Leader for a volunteering project
as a separate activity. Plus holding a position of responsibility on a
sports club or society also counts!

“Our project involved leading a
drama workshop after school
for year 1 and 2 children;
we planned sessions and
developed the children's skill
and confidence. The skills I learnt
through volunteering all those
years ago have stayed with me
and have been an impressive
addition to my CV. I now have
a class of my own and I run my
very own drama club.”
— Huw Tindall Jones, Education
Student, UWE Drama Society

To register go to www.uwe.ac.uk/futures or check out
futures@uwe.ac.uk for more information.
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Visit us in the Community Hub in the
Octagon on Frenchay Campus,
Monday-Friday 09:30-16:30 or find your
Volunteer Support Officer in the Students’
Union, 5F2, Frenchay Campus.
volunteering@uwe.ac.uk
0117 328 2334 | www.uwe.ac.uk/volunteer
facebook.com/uwevolunteering

